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The Battered Women’s Shelter 35th Anniversary

Celebrating Generations of Hope

(Akron, Ohio) Since 1977, the Battered Women’s Shelter of Summit and Medina Counties is proud to have helped over 100,000 individuals affected by domestic violence. This year we celebrate our 35th anniversary and it is our mission to continue to keep safe, healthy homes for families who have chosen a violence-free life with the continued support of hundreds of staff, board members, community agencies and generous donors. 

In the early 1970’s and 1980’s, the founding mothers had a vision for a shelter specifically responding to the needs of women and children fleeing domestic violence. With obstacles before them, the group persevered and became known as the Akron Task Force on Battered Women. It is an honor to say the earliest professionals as well as community organizations who became involved over 30 years ago are still committed to the mission today.

Executive Director Terri Heckman says of its beginnings, “It was a grassroots organization, meaning victims just started providing services and supporting one another. They used to open their own homes in the beginning and provided victim-to-victim support.”

Heckman also said this year is the first time the organization has been able to take a step back and celebrate a significant milestone. She uses the tragic OJ Simpson trial from 17 years ago as her marker. To her, it became the catalyst for abused women to step forward and demand better lives for themselves.
The Battered Women’s Shelter has grown immensely over the years with about 5,000 women, men and children being served through the agency annually today. Little did the "founding mothers" know in the late 1970’s that their dreams would become reality and that their goals would help so many individuals and families as they journey towards a life of peace.
To celebrate this landmark year, we have established an exciting opportunity for friends and leaders in our community. We are setting out to raise $100,000 to help advance domestic violence services for the next 35 year. It is our hope that you help us reach our goal by joining one of our anniversary groups. 

For more information on how you can help please visit www.scmcbws.org or call Dana Zedak at 330-777-4723. Help us continue to celebrate generations of hope and keep safe, healthy homes for families who have chosen a violence free life. 
###

"Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world. Indeed, it's the only thing that ever has." ~Margaret Mead

 





