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Near West Theatre goes Into the Woods for Spring Production

Cleveland, OH (March 28, 2011) - Near West Theatre announces its upcoming performances of Into
the Woods. Opening on May 6 and running through May 22, performances take place on the third
floor of St. Patrick’s Club Building at the corner of West 38t Street and Bridge Avenue in Ohio City.

In Into the Woods, James Lapine and Stephen Sondheim masterfully weave together the famous
fairy tales we know and love as the Baker and his Wife, Little Red Riding Hood, Jack (of the
beanstalk), Cinderella and the Witch meet on their respective journeys to ‘happily ever after.’
However, ‘happily ever after’ might not turn out to be everything they expected. What begins as a
lively irreverent fantasy becomes a moving lesson about community responsibility and the stories we
tell our children.

Performances are Fri.-Sat. May 6 & 7, Thurs-Sun., May 12-15, and Fri.-Sun., May 20-22. Curtain
times on Thursday, Fridays, and Saturdays are at 7:30 pm and Sundays at 3:00 pm. All offerings are
at St. Patrick’s Club Building, located at W.38th and Bridge Avenue* in Ohio City and include free
parking. Adult tickets are $8 and children, 12 & under, are $6. The Star Seat ticket, which helps
Near West fill the gap between the affordable rate it offers its patrons and the actual cost of the
production, is $20 and includes a concession coupon. Tickets are available by calling (216) 961-
6391 or can be ordered online at www.nearwesttheatre.org.

The Ohio Arts Council has helped fund this program with state tax dollars to encourage economic
growth, educational excellence and cultural enrichment for all Ohioans. Near West Theatre receives
public support with local tax dollars from Cuyahoga Arts & Culture, to preserve and enrich our
region’s artistic and cultural heritage. Near West is also a member of Greater Cleveland Community
Shares. Community Shares supports local nonprofit organizations working for long-term, sustainable,
solutions to build a stronger Cleveland. Learn more about Community Shares and supporting social
justice through workplace giving at www.communityshares.org.

Star Seat Packages Available

Star Seat donors help bridge the gap between the true cost of an audience member’s experience
and the affordable rate we offer our guests. Buy this package to help Near West continue to offer
affordable, high-quality theatre on the Near West Side. For $120, you get 7 tickets for any
combination of performances plus concession coupons, playbill recognition and other VIP
opportunities and benefits. Star Seat Packages are available online at www.nearwesttheatre.org.

*While accessibility is an important part of Near West Theatre’s Mission, our current location at W.
38th & Bridge is on the third floor and is unable to accommodate an elevator or chair lift to make it
accessible to individuals in wheelchairs or those who have difficulty with stairs. We are focused on
providing an accessible space as we continue our progress on our joint capital campaign to build a
new theatre in the Gordon Square Arts District.
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History

Since 1978, Near West Theatre has engaged youth on the Near West Side in a positive activity that
taps into their energy, allowing them to discover their creativity and present themselves as
contributing members of the community. Through a process that is intense, sometimes rugged and
ragged, challenging and transforming, Near West Theatre, now intergenerational, engages
participants and audience alike. Individuals from all walks of life come together and share their
unique life stories and experiences in order to find their own voices and make personal connections
with the production. Near West Theatre’s unique blend of performing arts and community-building
has played an instrumental role in the theatre’s success with its audience, community and
participants.

Near West Theatre is a partner in the Gordon Square Arts District, a collaboration between Near
West, Cleveland Public Theatre, and Detroit Shoreway Community Development Organization, where
it will build a new, accessible performance venue. Go to www.gordonsquare.org for more information
on Gordon Square Arts District which has completed Phase One of its capital campaign (includes
completion of a streetscape, renovation of the historic Capitol Movie Theatre featuring art and
independent films, site acquisition for Near West’s new building & gateway plaza, doubled parking
capacity, and expanded campus for CPT and seven new roofs for its historic structures).

For more information about the Near West Theatre, our programs, performances or for audition
information, please contact the Near West business office at (216) 961-9750.
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