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Two Days Left to Mail In Census Form 
· Only 57 percent of Detroiters have mailed back their Census questionnaires
· Less than a week left to help ensure funding and representation
 
The start of this weekend marks a crucial census date across the country.  Today marks the two day countdown for residents across America to mail back their 2010 Census questionnaires. Households that return their forms after Friday, April 16 may still be visited by census workers, who begin going door-to-door to collect census responses on May 1.  
As of April 14, only 57 percent of Detroiters have mailed back the 2010 Census form.  The National Participation Rate is at 64%. In the 2000 Census, Detroit had a 67 percent Participation Rate. 

An accurate census ensures Detroit’s share of more than $400 Billion in federal funding distributed each year for the next ten years. These funds are allocated for health care, education, senior services, transportation and many other programs. “This is a time for us to pull together,” said Lynn Turner, Team Leader with the Detroit Regional Census Bureau. “This is a once in a decade chance to secure our share of billions in funding.  We need everyone to complete and mail in those forms.” 

The census is written into the U.S. Constitution to reapportion the U.S. House of Representatives.  The state house in Lansing is also reapportioned based on the population count.  The population count depends on the cooperation of each household in the state.  
ABOUT THE 2010 CENSUS

The 2010 Census is a count of everyone living in the United States and is mandated by the U.S. Constitution. Census data are used to apportion congressional seats to states, to distribute more than $400 billion in federal funds to tribal, state and local governments each year and to make decisions about what community services to provide. The 2010 Census form is one of the shortest in U.S. history, consisting of 10 questions, taking about 10 minutes to complete. Strict confidentiality laws protect the respondents and the information they provide.
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