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Congratulations
to this year’s winners

And a special congratulations to our winners

F I R S T  P L A C E 

Best Special Section
Sports Staff

New Beginnings

F I R S T  P L A C E 

Best Criminal Justice Reporting
Brad Dicken

Police Destroyed Rape Kit

S E C O N D  P L A C E 

Best Deadline Reporting
Cindy Leise,

Lisa Roberson and 
Stephen Szucs
General Industries Burns

F I R S T  P L A C E 

Best Daily Newspaper
Staff

Best Daily Newspaper

F I R S T  P L A C E 

Best Page One Design
Staff

Best Page One Design/Body of Work

F I R S T  P L A C E 

Best Reporter in Ohio
Cindy Leise

Body of Work

S E C O N D  P L A C E 

Best Photographer in Ohio
Chuck Humel

Body of Work

S E C O N D  P L A C E 

Best Headline Writing
Kevin Aprile

Body of Work

under 100,000 Circulation

Congratulations
to The Enquirer staff on receiving 10 Ohio SPJ Awards.

Highlights of The Enquirer’s story include:
• Superior focus on our readers and advertisers
• New products, new features, new ideas
• Web-penetration numbers that are
   among the best in the nation
• Multimedia approaches that are setting
   company and industry benchmarks
• An unwavering commitment to the
   First Amendment and watchdog journalism

Your excellent work and achievements clearly
reflect your commitment to great journalism.
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Best Graphic Designer in Ohio
FIRST:

Body of work, Jennifer Kessen, 
Cleveland Magazine. 

SECOND:
Body of work, Frida Kon, 
Cleveland Jewish News.

Best Monthly in Ohio
FIRST:

Staff, Cleveland Magazine.
SECOND:

Staff, Ohio Magazine.

Best Page One Design
FIRST:

Body of work, Staff, The Elyria 
Chronicle-Telegram.

SECOND:
Body of work, Mark Froelich, 
Crescent News.

Best Sports Profile
FIRST:

“The Reconstruction of Bruce 
Drennan,” Andy Netzel, Cleveland 
Magazine.		

SECOND:
“The Hero,” David “D.X.” Ferris, 
Cleveland Scene.			 
	

Best Sports Reporting
FIRST:

Body of work, Chris Galoski, 
Suburban News Publications.		
		

NO ENTRIES:
Best Political Reporting
Best Rock and Roll Commentary
Best Web Site
				  
NO WINNER: 
Best Children’s Issues Reporting
Best Political Commentary

	

BEST OF SHOW
PRINT
Newspapers (circ. under 100,000)
			   	
Best Columnist in Ohio
FIRST:

Body of work, Cynthia Dettelbach, 
Cleveland Jewish News.

SECOND:
Body of work, Rick Noland, The 
Medina County Gazette.

Best Critic in Ohio
FIRST:

Body of work, G.A. Benton, 
Columbus Alive.

SECOND:
Body of work, Richard Ades, The 
Other Paper.

Best Daily Newspaper
FIRST:

Staff, The Elyria Chronicle-
Telegram.

SECOND:
Staff, Record Herald.

Best Defense of Literacy
FIRST:

“Celebrate the Arts Writing 
Contest,” Staff, Westerville News 
& Public Opinion.

BEST SPECIAL SECTON,
PRINT OVER 100,000, FIRST
The Plain Dealer

“Nobody really wants to see Ohio 
workers, already struggling with rising 
prices in a tough economy, having to 
worry about keeping their jobs and 
income when they or their children 
get sick.  But a union-backed ballot 
initiative that would require Ohio 
businesses with as few as 25 employees 
to provide seven days paid sick leave 
to each worker, no questions asked, is 
certainly not the answer.
Aptly called a ’ job-killer’…the proposal 
would hurt the people its aimed to 
help by imposing a costly burden on 
businesses, particularly smaller and 
mid-sized ones that could be forced to 
cut jobs or leave Ohio.  It would brand 
Ohio as a state hostile to business.”

BEST EDITORIAL CAMPAIGN, 
PRINT, OVER 100,000
FIRST:  Ray Cooklis, 
The Enquirer

“Drop sick leave issue from ballot”

“The Toledo-Lucas County 
Port Authority’s chairman said for 
the first time yesterday that former 
president James Hartung was fired 
for  an ‘ inappropriate relationship 
with a vendor,’ but still refuses to 
release a report detailing the dismissal 
– prompting The Blade to file suit 
against the agency in the Ohio Supreme 
Court….
Reading from a prepared statement, 
William Carroll said Mr. Hartung  
pursued an inappropriate relationship 
with a vendor for approximately six 
years.”

BEST DEFENSE OF 
THE FIRST AMENDMENT, 
PRINT, OVER 100,000
FIRST:  Staff, The Blade

“Blade sues over Hartung Report: 
Port conceals details of firing, 
‘ inappropriate relationship”

––––––––––––– SPJ –––––––––––––

EXCERPTS



Best Photographer in Ohio
FIRST:

Body of work, Jeffry Konczal, 
Suburban News Publications.

SECOND:
Body of work, Chuck Humel, 
The Elyria Chronicle-Telegram.

Best Reporter in Ohio
FIRST:

Body of work, Cindy Leise, 
The Elyria Chronicle-Telegram. 

SECOND:
Body of work, Dan Yount, 		
The Cincinnati Herald.

Best Special Publication
FIRST:

“Welcome, NAACP,” Staff, 		
The Cincinnati Herald.

SECOND:
November/December 2008, Staff, 
Sophisticated Living Magazine.
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Best Special Section
FIRST:

“New Beginnings,” Sports Staff, 	
The Elyria Chronicle-Telegram.

SECOND:
“Vacations & Getaways,” Staff, 
Cleveland Magazine.

Best Weekly Newspaper
FIRST:

Staff, Cincinnati Business Courier.
SECOND:

Staff, Crain’s Cleveland Business.

NO ENTRIES:
Best Defense of First 
Amendment

BEST MONTHLY IN OHIO,
PRINT UNDER 100,000, FIRST

Cleveland Magazine
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2009 Ohio SPJ Awards
TELEVISION WINNERS
MAJOR MARKETS 
(Cleveland, Columbus, Cincinnati, 
Dayton, Toledo)

				  
Best Consumer Reporting
FIRST:

“Hotel Drinking Glasses,” Chuck 
Strickler, Scott Doelling and 
 Tim Moushey, WBNS. 

SECOND:
“Jewelry Investigation,” Kathryn 
Burch and Byron Stirsman, 
WHIO-TV.
				  

Best Continuing Coverage
FIRST:

“September Wind Storm,” 
John Cardenas And News Staff, 
WBNS.	

SECOND:
“Lead in Dental Work,” John 
Cardenas and News Staff, 
WBNS.	

Best Crime Reporting
FIRST:

“Homeless Sex Offenders,” Jill Del 
Greco, WHIO-TV.

SECOND:
“Catalytic Criminals,” Duane 
Pohlman, WEWS.
	

Best Documentary
FIRST:

“Return of the Cuyahoga,” Larry 
Hott, 90.3 WCPN Ideastream.		
		

Best Enterprise Reporting
FIRST:

“Lead in Dental Work,” John 
Cardenas and News Staff, WBNS.

SECOND:
“American Dream, American 
Nightmare,” Hagit Limor and Phil 
Drechsler, WCPO-TV.			 
	

Best Environmental Reporting
FIRST:

“Bellevue Flooding,” Stephanie 
Mennecke, Ohio News Network. 

SECOND:
“Green Ohio,” Harrison Hove, 
Ohio News Network.

Best Feature Reporting
FIRST:

“Garrett Monroe Meets Mardy 
Gilyard,” Sarah Hughes and Tara 
Pachmayer, WKRC Local 12.

SECOND:
“The Greatest Rescue Mission 
Never Told,” Jennifer Boresz, 
WTOL.		

Best General Assignment
FIRST:

“Candidates Tune in to GOTV,” 
Tom McKee, WCPO-TV. 

SECOND:
“Signs!,” Dan Weist, Ohio News 
Network.			 
	

Best Governmental Reporting
FIRST:

“Democracy 2008,” Duane 
Pohlman, WEWS. 

SECOND:
Body of work, Dan Weist, Ohio 
News Network.
				  

Best Health Care Feature 
Reporting
FIRST:

“Obesity: A Woman’s Story,” 
Danielle Elias and Jeff Guerini, 
WHIO-TV.			 
	

Best Investigative Reporting
FIRST:

“Atty Gen. Mark Dann: Price of 
Corruption,” Paul Aker, Chris 
Kettler, WBNS.		

SECOND:
“Vote Early, Vote Often,” Hagit 
Limor and Phil Drechsler, 
WCPO-TV.			 
	

Best Minority Issues Coverage
FIRST:

“Issues: NAACP,” Courtis Fuller 
and Jeff Moran, WLWT.		
		

Best Spot News
FIRST:

“West Side Explosion,” News 
Staff, WBNS.	

SECOND:
“School Shooting,” Dave S. 
Summers, WKYC-TV3.

			 
Best Web Site
FIRST:

www.whiotv.com, Staff, 
WHIO-TV.			 

SECOND:
www.10tv.com, Craig Friedman 
and Colleen Buzza, WBNS.		
		

NO ENTRIES: 
Best Medical/Health Reporting

BEST REPORTER, MAJOR MARKETS
Ron Regan, WEWS

BEST ANCHOR, MAJOR MARKETS
Mike Kallmeyer, Ohio News Network
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2009 Ohio SPJ Awards
TELEVISION WINNERS
INDIVIDUAL/STATION HONORS 
MAJOR MARKETS 
(Cleveland, Columbus, Cincinnati, 
Dayton, Toledo)

				  
Best Anchor
FIRST:

Body of work, Mike Kallmeyer, 
Ohio News Network. 

SECOND:
“Dave at the Desk,” Dave 
Summers, WKYC-TV3.
				  

Best News Operation
FIRST:

John Cardenas, WBNS.	
SECOND:

David Bennallack, WHIO-TV.		
		

Best Newscast
FIRST:

9/15/2008 11p.m., Michael Gant 
and John Cardenas, WBNS.	

SECOND:
9/16/2008, Patrick Enright, 
WHIO-TV.			 
	

Best Producer
FIRST:

Election night, Jeremy Naylor, 
Ohio News Network.	

SECOND:
Michael Gant, WBNS.			 
	

Best Public Affairs Program
FIRST:

“Issues Cincinnati,” Courtis Fuller 
and Jeff Moran, WLWT.	

SECOND:
“Columbus on the Record,” Mike 
Thompson and Diana Bergemann, 
WOSU-TV.			 
	

Best Reporter
FIRST:

“Reporting for Results,” Ron 
Regan, WEWS.		

SECOND:
“At the End of the Day,” Dave 
Summers, WKYC-TV3.			
	

Best Videographer
FIRST:

Body of work, Byron Stirsman, 
WHIO-TV. 

SECOND:
Body of work, Andy Wallace, Ohio 
News Network.
		

NO ENTRIES:
Best Editor

2009 Ohio SPJ Awards
TELEVISION WINNERS
SMALLER MARKETS 
(All others)

				  
Best Crime Reporting
FIRST:

“Trumbull County,” Peggy 
Sinkovich and Nick Rich, WYTV.	
			 

Best Environmental Reporting
FIRST:

“Southington Water,” Peggy 
Sinkovich and Nick Rich, WYTV.	
			 

Best Investigative Reporting
FIRST:

“Good Neighbors: Bad Blood,” 
Kristen Brownrigg, WOUB.		
		

NO WINNER: 
Best Documentary
Best Feature Reporting		
				  
NO ENTRIES:
Best Consumer Reporting
Best Continuing Coverage
Best Enterprise Reporting
Best Governmental Reporting
Best Health Care Feature 
  Reporting
Best Medical/Health Reporting
Best Minorities Issues Coverage
Best Spot News
Best Web Site

2009 Ohio SPJ Awards
TELEVISION WINNERS
INDIVIDUAL/STATION HONORS 
SMALLER MARKETS 
(All others)

				  
Best Reporter
FIRST:

Body of work, Peggy Sinkovich, 
WYTV.			 
	

NO ENTRIES: 
Best Anchor
Best Editor
Best News Operation
Best Newscast
Best Producer
Best Public Affairs Program
Best Videographer

“For the second year, 
Westerville’s April is Arts Month 
will showcase written artwork as 
well as visual.

The Westerville Public Library, 
the Arts Council of Westerville and 
the Suburban News Publications’ 
Celebrate the Arts Writing Contest 
again will honor writers as artists.

More than 100 entries were received 
for the inaugural contest, library 
spokeswoman Linda Wilkins said…..
‘They’re very, very creative,’  
Wilkins  said as she thumbed 
through a bound copy of last year’s 
entries.”

BEST DEFENSE OF LITERACY, PRINT, 
UNDER 100,000
FIRST:  Editor Joe Meyer, Suburban 
News Publications, and staff, 
Westerville News & Public Opinion

“Celebrate the Arts:  Writing Contest 
Set for second year”

EXCERPTS

––––––––––––– SPJ –––––––––––––

[Tana Weingartner] “Nicholas 
Money has been interested in 
fungi since a college mentor got him 
hooked back when he was 18 years old.  
Now he and a team have used high speed 
cameras to capture, for the first time, fungi 
launching spores.”  [Nicholas Money] 
“Fleas accelerate at 200 G but, we’re 
clocking these fungi moving at close to 
200,000 G. In terms of their acceleration, 
these are astonishingly fast movements. 
[Weingartner] Money’s work is getting a 
lot of attention thanks largely to a popular 
video on the internet. “Set to the Anvil 
Chorus from Verdi’s, Il Trovatore, the 
YouTube video shows tulip shaped fungi 
recoiling and launching spores like wet 
cannon balls. Each year fungi cause billions 
of dollars worth of crop losses. Knowing 
how spores move around can help allergen 
and pharmaceutical researches to. For 
WMUB I’m Tana Weingartner.”
To see the video on YouTube, search for, 
“Fastest Flights in Nature.”

SMALL MARKET RADIO BEST REPORTER
FIRST:  Tana Weingartner, WMUB
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2009 Ohio SPJ Awards
RADIO WINNERS
MAJOR MARKETS 
(Cleveland, Columbus, Cincinnati, 
Dayton, Toledo)

				  
Best Consumer Reporting
FIRST:

“Making Buildings Green,” Kevin 
Niedermier, WKSU.

SECOND:
“Fuel, Food, Farms,” Tom 
Borgerding, WOSU Radio.		
		

Best Continuing Coverage
FIRST:

“A Story of Demise, Disgrace and 
Dilemmas,” Jo Ingles, Statehouse 
News Bureau, Ohio Public Radio 
and TV.	

SECOND:
“Pay Day Loans, Borrowers 
Salvation or a Ripoff?,” Bill 
Cohen, Statehouse News Bureau, 
Ohio Public Radio and TV.		
		

Best Crime Reporting
FIRST:

“Reluctant Witness,” Tom 
Borgerding, WOSU Radio.		
		

Best Documentary
FIRST:

“Should Ohio Bet on a Casino?,” 
Bill Cohen, Statehouse News 
Bureau, Ohio Public Radio and 
TV.	

SECOND:
“Against the Current: Plight of 
the Paddlewheeler Delta Queen,” 
Mike Martini, WMKV-FM.		
		

Best Enterprise Reporting
FIRST:

“The Foreclosure Crisis,” Mhari 
Saito, 90.3 WCPN Ideastream.	

SECOND:
“Faces of Recession,” Christina 
Morgan, WOSU Radio.			
	

Best Environmental Reporting
FIRST:

“Natural Burial,” Karen Schaefer, 
WKSU.	

SECOND:
“Cranberry Bog,” Christina 
Morgan, WOSU Radio.			
	

Best Feature Reporting
FIRST:

“Insect Orchestra,” Jeff St. Clair, 
WKSU.	

SECOND:
“Old-School Bookbinder: Keeping 
the Trade Alive,” Mandie Trimble, 
WOSU Radio.			 
	

Best General Assignment
FIRST:

“Bridgestone Firestone Stays in 
Akron,” Amanda Rabinowitz, 
WKSU.			 
	

Best Governmental Reporting
FIRST:

“Energy Bill Charges Forward,” 
Bill Cohen, Statehouse News 
Bureau, Ohio Public Radio and TV.	
		

Best Health Care Feature 
Reporting
FIRST:

“Music and the Brain Vivian 
Goodman,” WKSU. 

SECOND:
“Chronic Fatigue,” Gretchen 
Cuda, 90.3 WCPN Ideastream.		
				  

Best Investigative Reporting
FIRST:

“Scorched Earth of Evergreen,” 
M.L. Schultze, WKSU. 

SECOND:
“The Foreclosure Crisis,” Mhari 
Saito, 90.3 WCPN Ideastream.		
				  

Best Medical/Health Reporting
FIRST:

“Prostate Chronicles,” David C. 
Barnett and Gretchen Cuda, 90.3 
WCPN Ideastream.			 
	

Best Minority Issues Coverage
FIRST:

“Columbus Abortion Clinics 
Near Predominatly Black 
Neighborhoods: Numbers 
Increase Among Teens,” Mandie 
Trimble, WOSU Radio. 

SECOND:
“The 40th Anniversary of the 
Glenville Riots,” Vivian Goodman, 
WKSU.		
				  

Best Web Site
FIRST:

www.wksu.org, Chuck Poulton 
and Scott Sharp, WKSU. 

SECOND:
www.wcpn.org, Joseph Sheppa, 
90.3 WCPN Ideastream.

NO ENTRIES:
Best Spot News
				  

“LTV’s Cleveland Works once 
employed 15,000 of our neighbors, 
family members and friends. Today 
1,700 workers still report to the 
Industrial Flats to make what has 
defined Cleveland as a manufacturing 
town for the better part of the last 100 
years. They are descended from the long 
line of laborers who have built the 
nation’s building and bridges and the 
machines that have defended us in war. 
ArcelorMittal Cleveland is the most 
efficient mill of its kind in the world.  
Despite all odds, and even after nearly 
disappearing, it is clear: Steel still 
matters here.”

BEST MONTHLY IN OHIO
BEST OF SHOW, PRINT, under 100,000
FIRST: Cleveland Magazine

“….As we read about rescued 
buildings and lost opportunities 
and visited a successfully preserved 
historic village – Old Salem in North 
Carolina – we learned the dilemmas 
preservationists face. Which buildings 
merit saving? To what period should 
they be returned? Should damaged 
original materials be restored or 
reconstructed?  Is ‘adaptive reuse’ – 
preserving a structure’s façade while 
modifying the interior for a different 
purpose – a legitimate goal of historic 
preservation?”

BEST TRADE PUBLICATION IN OHIO
BEST OF SHOW, TRADE 
PUBLICATIONS
FIRST: Early American Life

“I’m not sure why I smile. Maybe 
it’s to ease the blow that I’ve just dealt 
unsuspecting individuals who now 
have to look a difficult reality in the 
face. Maybe I’m trying to reassure them 
that it’s O.K.; we’re all O.K.
“Or maybe I smile because, growing up 
with Annie, I know something other 
people don’t. They see Annie’s disability; 
I see my sister. My parents saw to that.”

BEST MONTHLY IN OHIO, PRINT 
OVER 100,000
FIRST: St. Anthony Messenger, Staff 
and Free Lancers

––––––––––––– SPJ –––––––––––––

EXCERPTS

––––––––––––– SPJ –––––––––––––
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2009 Ohio SPJ Awards
RADIO WINNERS
INDIVIDUAL/STATION HONORS 
MAJOR MARKETS 
(Cleveland, Columbus, Cincinnati, 
Dayton, Toledo)
				  
Best Anchor
FIRST:

Body of work, Vivian Goodman, 
WKSU.			 
	

Best News Operation
FIRST: 

M.L. Schultze, WKSU.	
SECOND:

News Team, WOSU Radio.		
		

Best Producer
FIRST:

“Against the Current: Plight of 
the Paddlewheeler Delta Queen,” 
Mike Martini, WMKV-FM.		
		

Best Public Affairs Program
FIRST:

“The State of Ohio,” Karen Kasler 
and Ron Corby, Statehouse News 
Bureau, Ohio Public Radio and TV. 

SECOND:
“The Sound of Ideas,” Staff, 90.3 
WCPN.

Best Reporter
FIRST:

Body of work, Bill Cohen, 
Statehouse News Bureau, Ohio 
Public Radio and TV.	

SECOND:
Body of work, M.L. Schultze, 
WKSU.			 
	

NO ENTRIES:
Best Editor
Best Newscast

2009 Ohio SPJ Awards
RADIO WINNERS
SMALLER MARKETS 
(All others)

				  
Best Consumer Reporting
FIRST:

Healing Touch,” Cheri Lawson, 
WMUB.			 
	

Best Continuing Coverage
FIRST:

“SWAT Shooting in Lima,” Staff, 
WIMA.	

SECOND:
“Windstorm Aftermath,” News 
Team Staff, WMUB.

Best Enterprise Reporting
FIRST:

“Fast Fungi,” Tana Weingartner, 
WMUB.

SECOND:
“Sewing for Soldiers,” Gary Scott, 
WMUB.			 
	

Best Feature Reporting
FIRST:

“The Two Miamis: 
Neepwaantiiyankwi,” Tana 
Weingartner, WMUB. 

SECOND:
“Model T Party,” Gary Scott, 
WMUB.			 

Best General Assignment
FIRST:

“Palin in West Chester,” Tana 
Weingartner, WMUB.			 
	

Best Health Care Feature 
Reporting
FIRST:

“Threshold Choirs,” Cheri Lawson, 
WMUB.

SECOND:
“Healing Touch,” Cheri Lawson, 
WMUB.			 

Best Medical/Health Reporting
FIRST:

“Alternative Healthcare,” Cheri 
Lawson, WMUB.			 
	

Best Minority Issues Coverage
FIRST:
“WMUB Forum: Proposition 8 
Protest,” Gary Scott and John 
Hingsbergen, WMUB.		
Best Spot News
FIRST:

“Explosion at Tuttle 
Construction,” Doug Jenkins, 
WIMA.	

SECOND:
“Palan Announcement Reax,” 
Tana Weingartner and Heather 
Reed, WMUB.			
	

NO ENTRIES:
Best Crime Reporting
Best Documentary
Best Environmental Reporting
Best Governmental Reporting
Best Investigative Reporting
Best Web Site

2009 Ohio SPJ Awards
RADIO WINNERS
INDIVIDUAL/STATION HONORS 
SMALLER MARKETS 
(All others)

				  
Best Anchor
FIRST:

Body of work, Larry States, 
WAKR-WONE-WQMX.

SECOND:
Body of work, Cheri Lawson, 
WMUB.			 
	

Best News Operation
FIRST:

Body of work, News Team, 
WMUB.			 

Best Public Affairs Program
FIRST:

“WMUB Forum: Year in Review,” 
Gary Scott and John Hingsbergen, 
WMUB.

				  

BEST PAGE ONE DESIGN,
PRINT OVER 100,000, FIRST 
The Columbus Dispatch
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Best Reporter
FIRST:

Body of work, Tana Weingartner, 
WMUB. 

SECOND:
Body of work, Gary Scott, WMUB.	
			 

NO WINNER: 
Best Newscast

				  
NO ENTRIES:
Best Editor
Best Producer

					   
			 

BEST PAGE ONE DESIGN,
PRINT UNDER 100,000, FIRST 

The Elyria Chronicle-Telegram

Congratulations
to all the nominees

for their outstanding
achievements in

journalism

Tim Russert Department of Communication and Theatre Arts 

www.jcu.edu

The Carroll News 
2008 and 2009 Best College Non-Daily Newspaper 

Andrew Rafferty 
Best College News Writing – First Place 

Best College Opinion Writing – Second Place 
 First NBC/John Carroll University Meet the Press Fellow 

Congratulations to our John Carroll students  
and to all 2009 Ohio SPJ Award winners!

Award-winning journalism, 
real-world opportunities
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2009 Ohio SPJ Awards

online winners
				  

Best Graphic Design/Navigation
FIRST: 

www.wcpn.org, Joseph Sheppa, 
90.3 WCPN Ideastream.	

SECOND: 
www.grumpygourmetusa.com, 
Doral Chenoweth, The Grumpy 
Gourmet.			 
	

Best News Story
FIRST: 

“DHL Job Cuts Devastate 
Southwest Ohio,” Tom McKee, 
WCPO-TV.			 

SECOND: 
“School Bus Ride - Terror & 
Tragedy,” Tom McKee, WCPO-TV.
				  

Best Weblog
FIRST: 

Politics Extra, Politics Staff, 
The Cincinnati Enquirer.	

SECOND: 
“Stay Tuned,” Angela Henderson, 
The Herald-Dispatch.		

NO WINNER:
Best Arts/Entertainment Story
Best Business/Tech Story
Best Feature
					   
NO ENTRIES:
Best Editorial Writing
Best Headline Writing
Best Medical/Science Story
Best Photography
Best Sports Coverage

					   
BEST OF sHOW
Online

Best General News Site
FIRST: 

www.ohio.com, Staff, Ohio.com
SECOND: 

www.wcpn.org, Joseph Sheppa, 
90.3 WCPN.			 
	

2009 Ohio SPJ Awards

trade publications
winners

Best Cover Design
FIRST:

July 2008 “Waste Not Want 
Not,” Andrea Vagas, Golf Course 
Industry. 

SECOND:
“Shades of Green,” Ashley Nehls, 
Dayton Business Journal.		
				  

Best Department
FIRST:

Rubber Sheet, Edward Noga, 
Rubber & Plastics News.		
		

Best Feature Design
FIRST:

“On the Job,” Ashley Nehls, 
Dayton Business Journal.

SECOND:
“Forging the Future of 
Aerospace,” Ashley Nehls, Dayton 
Business Journal.			 
	

Best General Story
FIRST:

“Deconstruction Montpelier,” 
Winfield Rosch, Early American 
Life.			 

SECOND:
“Ladies First,” Jennifer 
Haliburton, Think Magazine.

	
Best Personality Profile
FIRST:

“The Artist at Work,” Jennifer 
Haliburton, Think Magazine.

SECOND:
“Yusa Follows New Lead,” 
Bruce Meyer, Rubber & 
Plastics News.			

Best Trade Publication Web Site
FIRST:

www.rubbernews.com, Lisa 
Hockensmith, Rubber & Plastics 
News.			 
	

Best Trade Report
FIRST:

“Allied Waste Republic Services 
Merger,” Jim Johnson, Waste 
News.

SECOND:
“Drama Queens,” Lauren Mang, 
Visual Merchandising and Store 
Design Magazine.	

best of show
trade publications

				  
Best Trade Columnist in Ohio
FIRST:

“Pin High,” Larry Aylward, 
Golfdom Magazine.

SECOND:
July and August 2008 Editorial, 
John Walsh, Golf Course Industry.	
				  

Best Trade Publication in Ohio
FIRST:

Staff, Early American Life.
SECOND:

Staff, Rubber & Plastics News.		
		
					   
	

BEST TRADE PUBLICATION 
IN OHIO,  FIRST

Early American Life
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Cleveland Clinic Public & Media Relations  
216.444.0141

www.clevelandclinic.org/media

Congratulations
To this year’s SPJ award winners for 
their outstanding efforts in journalism!

Cleveland Clinic Corporate Communications
216.444.0141

     To the nominees and winners of the 
2009 Ohio SPJ Awards: We acknowledge 
your ability, appreciate your 
professionalism and celebrate your 
achievement.

     Congratulations, from Dominion
East Ohio’s Media Relations staff:
Tracy Oliver (216) 736-6219
Neil Durbin  (216) 736-6239
Jeffrey Zidonis (216) 736-6228
Maria Schwartz (216) 736-6229
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2009 Ohio SPJ Awards

college winners

Best College Daily Newspaper
FIRST: 

The Post, Ohio University.
SECOND: 

The Lantern, The Ohio State 
University.				  
	

Best College Feature Writing
FIRST: 

Body of work, Gerrick Kennedy 
(Lewis), New York Times, New 
York Times Student Journalism 
Institute.

SECOND: 
“From Baghdad to Buckeye,” 
Tom Knox, The Lantern, The Ohio 
State University.	
			 

Best College News Writing
FIRST: 

“Students Kept In Dark About Sex 
Crime,” Andrew Rafferty, Carroll 
News, John Carroll University.	

SECOND: 
Body of work, Tom Knox, 
The Lantern, The Ohio State 
University.	
		

Best College Non-daily 
Newspaper
FIRST: 

Staff, Carroll News, John Carroll 
University.

SECOND: 
Staff, The Xavier Newswire, 
Xavier University.			 
			 

Best College Opinion Writing
FIRST: 

“Green with Envy,” Cathy Wilson, 
The Post, Ohio University.

SECOND: 
Body of work, Andrew Rafferty, 
Carroll News, John Carroll 
University.				  
			 

Best College Sports Writing
FIRST: 

“Doug Tifft Tracks Two Xavier 
Greats,” Doug Tifft, The Xavier 
Newswire, Xavier University.

SECOND: 
Body of work, Molly Gray, 
The Lantern, The Ohio State 
University.				  
		
					   
				  
	

“John Carroll University 
administrators failed to alert students 
that a sex crime happened on campus last 
semester, The Carroll News has learned….
When sex crimes are reported at JCU, the 
incidents are routinely recorded in CSS’ 
daily police log and the dean of students 
sends an all-student e-mail to notify the 
campus. However, neither happened in 
this case.”

BEST COLLEGE NEWS WRITING
Staff, The Carroll News
“Students kept in dark about sex crime”

BEST COLLEGE NON-DAILY NEWSPAPER
FIRST, The Carroll News

…[Bill Cohen] “Last year, [activists] 
launched a petition drive for a ballot 
issue that would force state government to 
figure out how much money a high quality 
education for each student would cost, and 
in some way come up with the cash to pay 
for it.…
…[Cohen] “Will you be on the ballot in 
09?”  [Campaign leader Bill Phillis] “The 
system is still broken if in fact someone 
in the political realm fixes the system, 
we won’t have to go back.”  [Cohen] 
“How confident are you that whatever 
solution Governor Strickland proposes 
will be satisfactory to your school groups?” 
[Phillis] “Governor Strickland has a heart 
for fixing the system there’s no question 
about that but, the economical conditions 
in Ohio are not conducive to a fix of the 
system with the current tax schedule that 
we have. So frankly, he isn’t going to have 
the money to fix the system.”  [Cohen] 
“Unless you force him to come up with the 
money with a constitutional amendment.”  
[Phillis] “I think that’s the bottom line.”  

LARGE MARKET RADIO BEST 
REPORTER
FIRST:  Bill Cohen, Ohio Public 
Radio Statehouse News Bureau

––––––––––––– SPJ –––––––––––––

EXCERPTS

BEST PHOTOGRAPHER IN OHIO, 
PRINT UNDER 100,000, SECOND  
Chuck Humel, The Elyria 
Chronicle-Telegram
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To Honor the Best of Ohio’s Print, Broadcasting, Online, 
Trade and College Journalism

The Ohio SPJ Awards competition, presented collaboratively 
by the Cincinnati, Columbus and Cleveland Chapters of SPJ, 
honors print, broadcast, online, trade and college journalists in 
Ohio for their best work during 2009 to both serve the public 
interest and to protect press freedom. Categories have been 
revised to better reflect the changing challenges of journalism.

This is the only Ohio competition that honors journalists 
who fulfill the SPJ mission, defense of the First Amendment, 
support of literacy, resistance to censorship, advocacy for 
openness of public records and meetings, media self-criticism 
and community service. This program also recognizes the best 
college daily and weekly newspapers, and awards up to $2,000 
in scholarships for excellent college journalistic writing in 
news, feature, sports and opinion. Deadline: Entries must be 
postmarked by February 26, 2010.

ELIGIBILITY: Journalists are eligible who work for print and 
broadcast mediums in Ohio, and mediums in adjacent states 
that have significant reach into Ohio. Entrants need not be 
members of the Society of Professional Journalists. The work 
must have been published or broadcast in 2009. 

ABOUT SPJ: The Society of Professional Journalists is the 
nation’s most broad-based journalism organization, dedicated 
to encouraging the free practice of journalism and stimulating 
high standards of ethical behavior. Founded in 1909 as Sigma 
Delta Chi, SPJ promotes the free flow of information vital to 
a well-informed citizenry through the daily work of its nearly 
10,000 members; works to inspire current and future journalists 
through professional development; and advocates for the 
protection of the First Amendment guarantee of freedom of 
speech and press.

WHAT SPJ DOES: Nationally, SPJ improves and protects 
journalism through national and local training, freedom of 
Information advocacy and resources, its Code of Ethics that 
encourages responsible reporting, a web site filled with career 
resources - www.spj.org, and a national recognition program 
for excellence in journalism. Local SPJ chapters provide 
programs relevant to a city or region. Check www.spj.org for 
membership information, and to find a chapter near you.

PRINT / TRADE PUBLICATION RULES:  Prizes will be awarded 
in two circulation divisions, fewer than 100,000, or 100,000+.
n	Unless otherwise specified, entrants must submit a single 	
	 copy of each article to be judged along with TWO copies 	
	 of the entry form. Place each entry and the TWO entry forms 	
	 inside a separate file folder for each entry. No entries can 
	 be returned.
n	Originals or photocopies are acceptable for both entries and 	
	 entry forms.
n	A $30 entry fee must accompany each submission in each 	
	 category. (One check can be written to cover multiple 	
	 entries.) 

n	You may submit an optional statement describing the entry 	
	 and why it should win.
n	You may submit any given article in as many relevant 		
	 categories as you wish. Submissions from trade publications, 	
	 newsletters and other print alternatives are welcome.
n	This contest is for journalists in the state of Ohio and 	
	 immediately adjoining states whose publications have 	
	 significant reach into Ohio. 
n	The work must have been published in 2009.

BROADCAST RULES:  For RADIO only, prizes will be awarded 
in two market divisions. Major markets are Cleveland, 
Columbus, Cincinnati, Dayton and Toledo. Smaller markets 
are all other Ohio markets. For TELEVISION only, there are 
no market size distinctions. Television stations in all Ohio 
markets, regardless of size, will compete against each other.
n	Entrants must submit ONE copy of each broadcast to be 	
	 judged along with TWO copies of the entry form. Place ONE 	
	 copy of each separate submission and TWO copies of the 	
	 entry form inside a separate manila envelope. Sorry, no 	
	 entries can be returned.
n	Radio entries must be submitted either on audiocassette or 	
	 CD; TV entries must be submitted either on 1/2” VHS or DVD.
n	A $30 entry fee must accompany each submission in each 	
	 category. (One check can be written to cover multiple entries.) 
n	You may submit an optional statement describing the entry
 	 and why it should win. A written transcript should be 		
	 enclosed, if possible.
n	You may submit any given broadcast in as many relevant 	
	 categories as you wish.
n	This contest is for journalists in Ohio and immediately 		
	 adjoining markets, whose broadcasts have significant reach 	
	 into Ohio.
n	The work must have been aired in 2009. 

COLLEGE STUDENT JOURNALIST RULES:  Student material 
published in student publications or broadcast on student radio 
or television stations is eligible for either college or professional 
categories, but not both. 
n	Student-produced material that is published in a professional 
	 publication or broadcast on a professional radio or television 
	 station is only eligible for professional categories. 
n	Scholarships are awarded only in the college categories.

GENERAL RULES:  
n	SPJ chapters in other states will conduct judging. All decisions 
	 of judges are final.
n	By entering, entrants and their employers agree that entries 
	 or excerpts may be published in the Ohio SPJ Awards Program 
	 Booklet, in future year entry materials, on the websites 
	 of Ohio SPJ, or the Cincinnati, Columbus and Cleveland SPJ 
	 chapters, or in program publicity.
n	Make checks payable to SPJ, and mail with entries to Ohio SPJ 	
	 Awards, 1331 South High Street, Columbus, OH 43207.
n	Deadline: Entries must be postmarked by February 26, 2010. 
n	Entry forms and past winner lists at: 
	 www.spjawards.com

SOCIETY OF PROFESSIONAL JOURNALISTS

OHIO SPJ AWARDS 2010 

CALL FOR ENTRIES


